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have taken up the business of fighting just as the fore- 
most men of the older world have concluded that, as a 
means of deciding quarrels, war is a mistake. 

The principal use of Novikow's book is in showing 
the absurdity of war as a human occupation. He does 
not, however, discuss the actual causes of war as fully as 
he might. As a general rule, no causes of war are ever 
discussed until passions are aroused, and the war is on 
the point of breaking out. These causes will be found 
mainly in the education of young people. The young 
man is taught that somebody is going to attack his 
country, and that his highest duty is to defend it. His 
mind is familiarized from his school days with the idea 
that he will be called upon to fight in its defense. The 
feeling is consequently maintained that the natives of 
every other country are possibly enemies. Lord Salis- 
bury, for instance, who commits so many "blazing in- 
discretions," astounded the English by warning them a 
few months ago that they ought to have targets for 
rifle-practice in their back yards, and must be con- 
stantly ready to repel foreign attempts to invade them. 
Chamberlain, the new radical apostle, hurled defiance to 
the four corners of the earth, and is strongly in favor of 
the embodiment of yeomanry. In fact, nearly all the ad- 
dresses at lyceums and at mechanics' institutes point 
to the possibility of death on the battlefield as something 
that lies in every one's path. The fact that wars are 
diminishing in number is concealed as far as possible. 
The fact that the increasing manufactures and commerce 
of the world indicate the devotion of a much larger pro- 
portion of time and attention than formerly to the arts 
of peace, is carefully ignored by political prophets and 
apostles. The condition of "our national defenses" is 
referred to with dread. In fact, nothing is left undone 
to keep alive the mediaeval apprehension that a nation 
which is not constantly thinking of or preparing for war 
is in danger at any moment of being attacked by some- 
body. 

One of the most comic illustrations of our unwilling- 
ness to devote ourselves to the things that make for 
peace was our choice of one who had been the captain 
of a man-of-war as one of our representatives in the 
deliberations of the Peace Conference at The Hague a 
year ago. Peace is a thing which, even more than any- 
thing else, needs to be promoted by men who believe in 
it and wish for it. A soldier, either naval or military, 
has been all his life wishing for war, and finding reasons 
for making it. To depute him to find reasons for being 
at peace with all mankind is very like the congressional 
device of referring a political measure to a hostile com- 
mittee. Perhaps there could not have been found, in 
the army or navy, a better man to be our delegate than 
Captain Mahan, but he was still a man whose fame and 
promotion depended on his mastery of the art of war. 
The result is, that in the articles he has since written on 
the subject of peacemaking, he generally treats it much as 
the French Deputy, on hearing that there were anarchists 
in his district, treated anarchy, through fear of losing 
anarchist votes : " My friends," said he, " there is a great 
deal of good in anarchy ; only we must not abuse it." 

So likewise " a world power " may have a little peace 
now and then, but it may have too much. It may, in 
order to procure peace, be guilty of base compliances, of 



forgiveness of injuries. It must set men like Roosevelt 
of New York or Morgan of Alabama to putting things 
right in the world by frequent bouts of slaughter. The 
fact is, what our modern education needs more than 
aught else is the duty of keeping before the eyes of 
children the value of peace for nations as for men. 
Preaching war at peace conferences is as ridiculous and 
needless as wearing swords at evening parties. We have 
tried for centuries the plan of training our young men 
to be ready to kill each other : why can we not try, 
during one generation, the plan of training young men 
to "do justice and love mercy"? — E. L. G. in the 
New York Evening Post. 



China as a Military Nation. 

BY DR. M. L. HOLBROOK. 

The Chinese minister to England has been interviewed 
by the editor of the Humanitarian on the condition of 
China. One paragraph of this interview ought to interest 
the lovers of peace. The minister was asked the ques- 
tion, " Would you hazard any guess as to the future of 
your country ? " to which he made the following reply : 

" I am sure that in time, a long time, China will be- 
come Europeanized. The forces of modern civilization 
are so great that in the long run no country, however 
exclusive and intolerant of their presence, is able to re- 
sist them. Whether for good or evil, I should not like 
to say. Once civilized, according to your ideas, we shall 
adopt your policies and methods ; we shall develop our 
military resources ; we shall become a great fighting 
nation. And then — ? " 

The last sentence was never finished. It is well it 
was not. But the inference as to what he meant is plain. 
China, with her 400,000,000 population, as a militaiy 
nation, will not only be able to defend herself against 
any aggression on the part of western nations, but will, 
if so inclined, become the aggressor herself. And 
then — ? 

. . .». » ■ 

How the Chinese Question should be 
Solved. 

BY MR. F. DE MARTENS. 

In an article recently published, discussing the Hague 
Peace Conference and its relations to the South African 
War and to China, Mr. Martens, who was one of the 
Russian delegates to the Hague Conference, gives a 
view of the relations of the powers to China which agrees 
entirely with the position which the Advocate of 
Peace has taken. No man in Europe is better qualified 
than he to speak authoritatively on the subject, fie says : 

"The fundamental principles of justice and right 
remain, however, the same in regard to every nation in 
the whole world. These principles should be found 
equally applicable to the Chinese, who, in any case, form 
a great and independent nation of 430,000,000 human 
beings. Quite so ; and yet if one is acquainted with the 
record of international relations with China, one will, in 
all justice, be deeply troubled at the remembrance of the 
dealings of the civilized powers with this ancient country. 
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No means of procuring commercial advantages, no oc- 
casion of obtaining influence at Pekin, were allowed to 
pass, provided success could be insured. This success 
was proclaimed urbi et orbi, in a manner one can hardly 
understand, remembering that it was obtained from the 
wealth of China herself. Circumstances have changed 
a great deal since 1872, when China was compelled to 
open more of her ports, for ' all life is a movement,' 
as Leonardo da Vinci said. But there are still in exist- 
ence two quite different standards; one for the civilized 
nations of Christendom, and the other for China. 

" In proof of this emphatic observation, we are able to 
give a striking illustration. A well-known German 
traveler and writer, in a recent number of a Berlin re- 
view, dealt with the present crisis in China, in which 
country he had been. He explains the insurrection of 
the Chinese population against the foreigner by the 
unanimous desire of the Chinese that ' China should 
belong to Chinamen.' He states the object of this in- 
surrection as being the entire wiping out from China of 
foreigners, who compose a state within a state. Lastly, 
he asks : ' Is it possible that any European state would 
permit her best ports to pass into the hands of the 
Chinese, her commerce to be under the control of 
the Chinese, her rivers to be sailed by Chinese ships (en- 
joying privileges not allowed to her own vessels), the 
whole of her provinces to be possessed and administered 
by the Chinese, her railways to be constructed and 
worked by Chinese, and, lastly, that the Chinese legation 
and her consuls should officially protect all the rights 
and immunities of these Chinese subjects? No Euro- 
pean or civilized state would ever tolerate such a 
condition of things in its territory.' 

" The logical conclusion drawn from his premises is 
this : The Chinese have an incontestable right to alter 
the intolerable situation created by foreigners in their 
country. This is evident. But no! The German 
writer continues in the same breath as follows : ' It will 
not be possible to pay regard to the sentiments of the 
Chinese people when the European powers shall have 
compelled them to sign the peace they dictate ; the 
whole of China must be opened to the foreigner; all 
towns, ports and provinces must be made accessible to 
his untrammeled enterprise; in short, China must be 
'developed' (sic), if necessary even by force of arms, 
the bombardment of ports, and by war ! ' 

" This way of solving the Chinese question is unfortu- 
nately the one most popular in Europe. But we take 
the liberty of not concurring in it, either in its main 
object or in its details. We cannot recognize any right 
whatever belonging to the Christian nations of imposing 
upon the Chinese an unscrupulous exploitation of their 
natural riches ; we are unable to concede to Protestant 
and Catholic missionaries the right of propaganda at the 
expense of the strength of the Chinese state ; we recog- 
nize absolutely no legal title justifying the systematic 
poisoning of the Chinese by opium, the importation of 
which is imposed by force upon China ; lastly, we ex- 
press in all sincerity our conviction that the Chinese 
have the same right to insist that ' China should belong 
to Chinamen ' as Russians or English that their country 
should belong to them. 



" In virtue of international treaties imposed upon the 
Chinese, they have been compelled to grant foreigners 
such privileges as do not exist in any other non-Christian 
country in the world. But no treaty is in being in 
virtue of which we could abolish the Chinese state and 
nation. This state and this nation exist to-day, and 
there is not the least chance of abolishing by a stroke 
of the pen a nation possessed of an advanced culture of 
forty centuries' growth, and which constitutes a third 
part of the whole human race. 

"Therefore, I maintain that the civilized powers in 
settling their account with China should not endeavor, 
either to increase the privileges of their countrymen in 
China, or favor by the exaction of new immunities the 
propagation of the Christian religion among the Chinese, 
or undermine the authority and the prestige of the 
Chinese government, or increase in the hearts of the 
Chinese people their hatred and animosity against all 
foreigners. If the powers at present acting in unison 
upon Chinese soil allow themselves to be carried away 
by request from traders or missionaries to extort new 
privileges from the Chinese, and if they force the govern- 
ment at Pekin — under pretext of obtaining satisfaction 
for the murders and crimes it has committed — to abdi- 
cate its sovereign rights, any treaty of peace with China 
will only serve as an armistice. After a short lapse of 
time, new troubles, murders and crimes would be com- 
mitted in China against the foreigners, and more bloody 
wars would be inevitable. 

"If, during this period of forced repose, China con- 
scientiously prepared herself for the future struggle, if 
she created a well organized army, the new conflagration 
would be still more prolonged and more dangerous for 
the Christian nations. Theirs would be the responsi- 
bility of paving the way for this formidable struggle 
with a nation of 430,000,000 men ; a responsibility on 
the part of the governments of the civilized world to the 
generations yet unborn. 

" In any case, Russia, whose frontier stretches for 
6,250 miles alongside that of China, would not hesitate ; 
the Russian nation desires to continue the relations of 
good neighborliness and peace with China which have 
lasted for centuries, and does not wish to always have 
to be on the qui vive with an awkward and angry 
neighbor. By upholding even in this war the interests 
of peace with China, Russia certainly acted in the spirit 
of the Hague Conference, which aimed at guaranteeing 
the interests of peace not only in the present, but also 
in the future. 

" For Europe and the civilized world the critical 
moment has come in which must be settled its future 
relations with China. If Europe is anxious to prevent 
explosions of hate on the part of the Chinese, she will 
respect their immutable right to a national and in- 
dependent existence. In this case Europe will guarantee 
a calm and peaceful future, and in doing this she will 
be acting in the spirit of the Peace Conference. 

" If, on the contrary, Europe gives way to her hatred 
against the Chinese and uses her victories to extort from 
their government new concessions, both unjust and 
offensive, this great nation will in the future continue to 
constitute an incalculable danger to the peace of the 
world." 



